Collagen has a discrete family of reactive hydroxylysyl and lysyl side-chain amino groups.
Several cross-linking substances which derive from lysine have been isolated from hydrolyzates of collagen and elastin. This observation suggests that certain lysyl side chains exhibiting enhanced reactivity and unique configuration may participate in cross-linking. In native collagen there is a small family of lysyl and hydroxylysyl side chains which exhibit a high propensity of Schiff base formation.